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Narrow Seas, and these were concurred in by the Commander-
in-Chief.

Returning in the motor car, the First Lord asked us a number
of questions, and it is on record that he took steps on the i8th
September (the day we returned from the Grand Fleet) to put an
end to their patrol. " Prince Louis agreed and gave directions
to the Chief of Staff to make the necessary distribution of forces."*

On the 19th I dispatched Ei and E} to carry out the
Kattegat reconnaissance with the Lurcher and Firedrake to tow
them until dark on the 2ist, if weather permitted,

On the night of zist September I slept on board the Maids tone,
and at 2 a.m. my secretary woke me up to give me a letter from
the Admiralty which he thought might be important. It was from
the Director of Mobilisation, saying that he would carry out my
suggestion to exchange young men from the depot ships, with
the pensioners and reservists in Cruiser Force " C," and asking
<c how many are available/' So that was satisfactory. At about
7 a.m. I was awakened by a signalman, with an intercepted
signal from the Cressy : " Hogm and Aboukir sinking." I told
him to keep in touch with the Cressy, but that was her last
signal.

I knew that Tyrwhitt in the Lwesfoft with the Third Flotilla of
destroyers was on his way to join the Squadron, and there was
nothing I could do at the moment, except order the Fearless and
First Flotilla to raise steam for full speed at once. My Lurcher
and Firedrake were well to the northward escorting the submarines
about to reconnoitre the Kattegat, so I had nothing to go to sea
in. I was feeling very bloody minded and went on board the
Fearless, whose stouthearted captain (W. Blunt) had fought a
gallant fight on 2 8th August. We had no idea what had hap-
pened, whether the cruisers had been sunk by a superior enemy
force, mines or submarines. I could only wait, simply boiling
with rage, that my last effort on their behalf had been acted on
just too late.

We remained in ignorance until I received a signal from
Tyrwhitt "Loss due to submarine, send destroyers to cut
submarine off Terschelling. 11.05." I telephoned at once to the
Admiralty and told the Director of Operations of Tyrwhitt's
signal, and said I was going out as a passenger with Blunt in

* "The World Crisis, 1911-1915," pages 323 and 324.